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CHAPTER 11: “THE UNSTOPPABLE AVENGER” 





SHE HAD 
OFFERED 
_ TWO == 
| SOLUTIONS. 2 


SEIN Bur tHey & 
rr "WEREN'T © 
ENOUGH... 2 

0 1O . 


MONSTER sw iil ia And 


THAT |S ns OY 
STEEL LADY 2a” | 


NANASE. 
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SOLUTION 
NUMBER 
THREE. 


‘0 
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‘THIS HAS 
BEEN POINTED 
OUT MANY TIMES 
BEFORE, BUT 
KARIN NANASE 
DIDN’T TRY TO 
DODGE THE 
AVALANCHE OF 
STEEL BEAMS. 


SHE 
LOOKED 
RIGHT AT 

THEM, AND 
LET THEM 
CRUSH 


‘“WHAT- 
EVER HER 
MENTAL 
STATE...” 


‘ THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF HER PASSING 

CAN ONLY LEAD TO 
ONE CONCLUSION: 
THAT SHE HAD 
ACCEPTED HER 
DEATH.” 
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EVEN IF 
SHE WERE 
TO COME 
BACK ASA 

GHOST, WOULD 
THAT GHOST 
REALLY BE SO 
AGGRESSIVE 
AS TO EARN 
A NAME LIKE 
‘STEEL LADY 
NANASE’?” 


' 71 
‘i 


“STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE’S 
APPEAR- 
Ai Ni CE. 0008 


a DOESN'T 
FIT WITH 
THE WAY 

KARIN 
NANASE 
DIED.” 
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‘IF KARIN 
NANASE 
WAS THAT 
AGGRES- 


WOULD SIVE, 


IT MAKE 
SENSE FOR 
HER TO LET 
HERSELF DIE 
WITHOUT A 

FIGHT?” 











i oe ee, 


oe ‘i of 


‘I PRESENTED 
A THEORY THAT 
RECONCILED THE 
TWO, BUT IT WAS 
REJECTED.” 


“SO 
ALLOW 
ME TO 
“STEEL LADY FORMULATE 
NANASE A NEW 


IS NOTA ‘ Mu 
SHE ISA : THEORY. 
FAKE GHOST, = SPECTRE. 


DELIBERATELY 
CONJURED UP 
BY A LIVING 
HUMAN. 





AND IT WAS 
ALSO A LIVING 
HUMAN BEING 

WHO KILLED 

DETECTIVE 

TERADA.” 
































‘IT IS 
BECAUSE 
STEEL LADY 
THAT THE NANASE 
FORMER’S IS NOT 
APPEARANCE KARIN 
AND THE NANASE, 
LATTER’S 
DEATH 
CONTRADICT 
EACH 
OTHER.” 

























































































WOULD 
LIKE TO 
THE REVISIT 


EVENTS = 
LEADING UP 
TO KARIN 
NANASE’S 
DEATH.” 


OPINION 


THAT HAS 
BEEN 
EXPRESSED 
wlS THAT 
IT WASN‘T 
LIKE HER TO 


‘THERE 
ARE INDEED 
DUBIOUS 
ASPECTS 
TO HER 
DEATH.” 


Accident 
bordering 
on suicide 


DID THAT GET 
INTO THE NEWS 
SOMEWHERE? 

































‘SHE HAD 
BEEN 
DRIVEN TO 
THE EDGE.” 


geen. \\ | ea Vases) jf] SSHE LOST THE 
Bay) | > (Gee \ \\, STATUS THAT 
SHE’D WORKED 
SO HARD TO 
BUILD IN THE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
WORLD, SHE HAD 
LITTLE HOPE OF 
REGAINING IT, 
AND NOW SHE 
WAS SUSPECTED 
OF PATRICIDE.” 


‘IF IT WAS 
HER OWN 

THEN FATHER’S 
EVERYTHING NOTE THAT 
ABOUT HER STARTED 

OLD LIFE IT ALL, 

HAD FALLEN 
OUT FROM 
UNDER HER.” 










Vip GY 


‘THAT’S 
AMPLE 
MOTIVE 
FOR 
SUICIDE.” 
























































EXPRESSED | : ‘BUT 
DOUBTS THAT O—— “1 HER OWN 
SHE WOULD = \ SISTER...” 
LET HERSELF Ss : 
DIE.” 














I SAW THAT 
ARTICLE. 


SHE SAID SOMETHING 
ABOUT HOW HER LITTLE 
SISTER WOULD NEVER GET 
THAT DESPERATE OVER A 
SETBACK LIKE THAT. 


AND ABOUT HOW SHE 
COULON’T IMAGINE HER 
SISTER DYING SUCH AN 
UGLY DEATH. 


‘Biological Sister, 


TLainment, has Mever appeared on ty op in Naradiies ALL THE ARTICLES ARE 


~ AGcording toh 
er Testimony, “My sister wouldnt 4: 
: ‘ Ndn't die that easity: 
In interviews, etc., she has stated, "She had a lot of oorPince UP HERE ON TH IS SITE. 
in her Looks and would not let herselé get smashed in the Pace by 
construction equipment.” 


ore ne ee ra 
APPARENTLY, HATSUMI 
NANASE COULDN'T COME TO 
TERMS WITH HER SISTER'S 
DEATH. 





‘WHEN 
/ SOMEONE KILLS 
HERSELF, IT’S 

























P THEY WILL 





















































SHIFT THE ‘AND fy PERFECTLY 
BLAME IN WHEN THAT 3 “uikK) = NORMAL FOR 
AN ATTEMPT RELATIVE MAY Mia SS HER CLOSE 
TO AVOID HAVE BEEN — RELATIVES TO 
ACCUSATIONS ONE OF THE 4 = HAVE DIFFICULTY 
FROM THOSE CAUSES ss ACCEPTING 








AROUND FOR THAT 
SUICIDE, 
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SHE DIDN'T IT’S NOT 
LOOK LIKE MY FAULT! 
SHE WAS 
READY TO KILL 
HERSELF 



















































































‘IT IS 
POSSIBLE 
THAT THE 
DOUBTS ( 

EXPRESSED 
BY THE SISTER [= 
WERE SOME- EF 
THING ALONG 

THOSE 
LINES.” 
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HATSUMI DID INHERIT 
THE FORTUNE. THAT 
DOES MAKE HER AN EASY 


SUSPECT. 


ALL THE PROFITS FROM THE 
PHOTO BOOK WENT TO HER 
AGENCY, BUT THE ROYALTIES 
ON THAT SINGLE COULDN'T 


HAVE BEEN INSIGNIFICANT. oh 
LNT 
: " sill 













a BUT IF SHE WAS AFTER THE 
j | INHERITANCE, SHE WOULDN'T 
=e : GO AROUND TELLING 
, Oe ad EVERYBODY THAT KARIN 
ey, : WS WOULDN'T KILL HERSELF. 
| YEAH. SHE WOULD BE fem} TMS 


“| THE FIRST SUSPECT |. aa WE 
IF THEY LOOKED INTO |: 
MURDER. — 








































































































SHE WOULD PUT ON A SAD — 
FACE AND MAKE SOME KIND OF ee = 
INNOCUOUS COMMENT. 2 































































































‘... THE THINGS 
HATSUMI SAID 
WOULD HAVE 


WHETHER 
OUT OF 
SELF- 
DEFENSE, 


STIRRED UP 
SUSPICIONS , 
IN EVERYONE ; * ORFOR 

FELT GUILTY [|| AROUND HER, 

ABOUT THE | INCLUDING 

SUICIDE?” THE POLICE.” 
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“ARE THEY 
SURE IT 
WASN’T 
SOMEONE 
PACE WAS 

st aorta At 

BY THOSE 

GIRDERS?” 





SUCH 





WHY'D IT TAKE SO 
LONG FOR ANYONE 
TO THINK OF IT?! 


WHEN YOU FIND A BODY 
WITHOUT A FACE, YOU 
HAVE TO ASSUME IT 
COULD HAVE BEEN 
SWITCHED! 


“CLOTHES 
CAN BE 
CHANGED.” 


MUCH CAN 
WE REALLY 
TRUST THEIR 
RULING?” 


‘OF COURSE 
THE POLICE 
DID OFFICIALLY 
IDENTIFY THE 


‘CLOTHING, 
FINGER- 
PRINTS, 

BLOOD TYPE, 
PHYSICAL 
FEATURES...” 





e TEETH WERE 
é SMASHED 

71 ALONG WITH 

THE REST OF 
HER FACE.” 


‘THOSE 
BELONGINGS 
COULD EASILY 

BE TRADED 
FOR SOME 
WITH SOMEONE 
ELSE’S 
PRINTS.” 








“AND IT’S 
NOT LIKE THEY 
MATCHED THE 
PRINTS WITH 
THEY ONLY SOMETHING 
CHECKED ON POLICE 
THEM RECORDS. 
AGAINST THE 
LUGGAGE 


AND 
BELONGINGS 
IN THE 
HOTEL.” 









































































































































































































































































































































—7 THEREARE ¥ 
PLENTY OF 
PEOPLE 
WHO SHARE 












































































































































‘AS FOR 
PHYSICAL 
FEATURES, 

IT’S NOT LIKE 
SHE HAD ANY 

SPECIAL 

SURGICAL 







































































































































































‘WE CAN’T 
RULE OUT THE 
POSSIBILITY 

THAT SHE 

HAD BEEN 

REPLACED 
BY SOMEONE 

ELSE.” 








‘IF THERE 
HAD BEEN 
A MAJOR 
DIFFERENCE 
IN BUST 
WOULD BE si 
BUT OBVIOUS THEY WERE HUGE. 
WOULD THAT IT WAS 
POLICE SOMEONE 
REALLY ELSE. 
TAKE EXACT 
MERSURE- 
MENTS OF 
A DEAD 
BODY'S 
BREASTS?” 
















“EVEN IF THE 
BUST DOESN’T 
























SEEM a 
; MATCH HER 
‘THERE i ae ALL THE GRAVURE 
ARE ANY | i } STRESS PHOTOS, 
NUMBER OF We {| FROM RUN- PICTURES 
WAYS TO NING FROM CAN BE 





INTERPRET | THE MEDIA DOCTORED. 
— j rie COULD HAVE 
3 i 4 CAUSED THEM 
‘\ TO GO DOWN 
‘IN SIZE.” 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN, 
GO DOWN IN SIZE? 


DO BREASTS THEY AIN’‘T BALLOONS! 
SHRINK THAT 


EASILY? 


I THINK WHOEVER’S POSTING 
THIS HAS A THING FOR FLAT 
CHESTS. THEY DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND BOSOMS. 

















be / Nene pyebiko 09/04 
1 )/ yigh a lot oF girls, the 
apart 4 diet ig S0me inc 


rape! tHe to # when they i 
nes off paar breasts. 


mney re big balls oF ee re a to burn oF F. 


FAR UNLESS 
THEY HAVE 

STRONG ; 

REASON ANALYZED HER DNA? 
TO BELIEVE 
THAT THERE 

\ HAD BEEN A 

SWITCH.” 











‘THE PRINTS 
HAIR LEFT MATCHED, SO 


ON THE td WOULD 
BRUSH IN ens 
THE HOTEL AND HOW pease 

WOULD THEY ANYTHING? 
GET KARIN 
NANASE’S 








DNA TO 
COMPARE IT 
~ ITWOULD BE WITH?” 

A SIMPLE 

MATTER TO 

REPLACE IT 
WITH THE OTHER 

PERSON’S 

HAIRBRUSH.” 





“WHAT IF 
THE FAMILY 
STILL HAD 


KARIN NANASE’S 
UMBILICAL 
oe 
: COULD THEY 
FOS ‘NO TEST HER 


A MATCH, 
IT STILL 
WOULDN'T BE 
CONCLUSIVE 


BECALISE DNA THEN?” 


EVEN THAT 
CAN BE 
SWITCHED 
FOR 
ANOTHER 
PERSON'S.” 


84 
nd; 


ir. eae 









YEAR, BUT THAT WOULD 
TAKE A LOT OF EFFORT. 














“BASICALLY, 
AS LONG AS 
THE POLICE THINK 

























— IT’S UNLIKELY ‘“NEVER- 
S THAT THE FACE- THELESS, A 
LESS BODY IS SWITCH IS 
A FAKE, YOU’/VE THEORETICALLY 
SUCCEEDED.” POSSIBLE.” 


(\ \ 
a IS 


"| BUT REALISTICALLY, 

IT’S NOT POSSIBLE FOR 
THERE TO HAVE BEEN A 
SWITCH, RIGHT? 
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‘WHETHER IT IS 
REALISTICALLY 


POSSIBLE @ > KE DN Si: 
OR NOT IS a ‘S ee. 
IRRELEVANT.” ~ < 









: WHAT IS = / ete 
L| IMPORTANT y : a. 
18 WHETHER |. 
OR NOT 
HATSUMI...” 














“in SUSPECTED 
THAT THE 
BODY MAY HAVE 
ACTUALLY 
BELONGED TO 
SOMEBODY 
ELSE.” 





FROM HATSUMI 
NANASE’S 
PERSPECTIVE, 
HER SISTER'S 
DEATH WAS VERY 
UNCHARACTERISTIC 
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SHREWD 
LITTLE 


SISTER WAS 
IT ONLY A RISING 


MAKES SHE STAR IN THE 
SENSE _ never | IDOL SCENE. 
THAT : 

HATSUMI : HAVE 
WOULD DIED SO 
THINK EASILY. 


THIS 















































































































































































































































































































































wo THE 
MORE YOU 
YOURSELF 
THE MORE HAVE 
LIKELY YOU ACTED 
ARE TO OUT OF 
SUSPECT SPITE, 
SOMEONE 
A el 
DOING THE 
SAME. 











‘THEN HOW 
DID THE NOTE 
FIND ITS 
WAY TO THE 
MEDIAr” 


I EXPLAINED 
EARLIER HOW 
AND WHY IT 
CAME TO BE 
WRITTEN.” 


‘THE NOTE 
LEFT BY 
KARIN 
NANASE’S 
FATHER... 


‘NOW, 
LET’S 
GO BACK 
A LITTLE 
FURTHER.” 


‘EVEN IF MY 
EXPLANATION 
IS FALSE, 
THE NOTE’S 
EXISTENCE 
REMAINS A 



























































































































































































































































































































‘SO HOW ‘IT’S 
DID ITSO NOT LIKE 
CONVENIENT- ; “| THE FATHER 
LY MAKE ITS + WROTE ALL OF 
WAY TO THE A HIS EMOTIONS 
PUBLIC?” ONTO A 
BLOG OR A 
WEBSITE.” 
SHE 
WROTE IT : 
BY HAND | ae 
INA — ==: = 
PERSONAL a 
DIARY.” 




































































































































‘DID HE ASK 
SOMEONE TO 
GIVE THE NOTE TO 
THE MEDIA AFTER 
HIS DEATH, AS 
I SUGGESTED 
BEFORE?” 





‘OR DID 

SOMEONE 
FIND THE NOTE 
AND SELL IT TO 
THE PRESS?” 





“SOMEONE 
GAVE IT TO 
THE MEDIA.” 


“DID 
HATSUMI 
THINK FONDLY 
OF HER 
SISTER?” 





YOUNGER 
SISTER 
WAS GIFTED 
WITH TALENT 
AND BEAUTY, 
WHICH SHE &S 
USED TO GAIN 
GLORIOUS 
MEAN- SUCCESS. 


WHILE ag 
; NANASE’S 
NO ONE 
HAD MUCH SISTER.” 
TO SRY AT 


ALL ABOUT 
THE ELDER.” 


“AND THE : = 
TWO WER ; v 
CONSTANTLY BE THAT THE 
COMPARED, SCOUTS 
WITH THE ELDER ONLY WANTED 
SISTER ALWAYS | | THE YOUNGER 
DEEMED SISTER...” 
INFERIOR.” 7 








“ITIS 
HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY 
THAT THE 
TWO SISTERS 
























“WHEN KARIN 
: NANASE was 
HER SUSPECTED 


SISTER 
SISTER OF MURDER, | 


OFFER A 
SINGLE 
WORD OF 
DEFENSE.” 




















‘WOULD ANY 














INTERVIEWS, 
OF THAT NOR AND WHEN 
HAVE BEEN KARIN NANASE 
DID SHE 
THE SISTERS STATEMENTS SHE WAS 


CURE THE PRESS TO BE 


EN zl ca ents FOR THE FOUND. 
2 fs KON STRAIN THEY 

- ‘ “kt PUT ON HER 
a SISTER.” 











09sve00" % 


Accideny 
bordering 
“on. suicide 




































WHEN SHE 
FOUND THEIR 
FATHER’S NOTE, 
HATSUMI SENT 
IT TO THE 
MEDIA AS A 
BIT OF MILD 
REVENGE. 








LITTLE 
SISTER AS 
Za 


SS 
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Zz 


w 
CS 
OS 
Fu 

Oo 


TOWARD HER 
SUPERIOR 
WELL AS 
JEALOUSY 
OVER HER 
SUCCESS. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































wll CANT 
BE TRUE. 









































THAT 
FACT, 


ALONG WITH THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF 
SUICIDE IN HER 
SISTER'S DEATH, 
WERE FAR MORE 
EXTREME THAN 
ANYTHING 
HATSUMI HAD 
EVER INTENDED. 


8 


THE 
CONSEQUENCES 
OF HER 
ACTIONS FAR 
SURPASSED ANY 
OF HATSUMI’S 
EXPECTATIONS. 


a 
“, TREMBLE » 
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Oh a ; 


Yi ee 


Y Vile Cad 














HARUKO 

















i) WOULDN'T 
DIE THAT 
EASILY! 
ARE 4, 
YOU SURE 7 iL : 


THERE'S 
NO CHANCE 
SOMEBODY 
KILLED 
HER?! 


‘SOME- 
BODY"... ? 





THAT'S 
WHEN 
eae |p| SUS- 
BODY 3 : le ae | 
ELSE... 






















































































































































































HATSUMI 
SUSPECTED 
THAT KARIN 

HAD FAKED HER 
OWN DEATH, 
TO TAKE HER 

REVENGE. 


AND I DOUBT 
THAT KARIN 
NANASE HAD THE 
TIME TO FIND 
SOMEONE WHOSE 
SWITCHING PHYSIQUE 

OUT THE RESEMBLED 
CLOTHES AND HERS. 
THE PRINTS 
WOULDN'T BE 
EASY, EITHER. 





THINKING 
ABOUT IT 
REALISTICALLY, 
IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
FAR TOO 
DIFFICULT 
TO SWITCH 
VICTIMS. 
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FROM 2 

KARIN. “"Geeepa” WOULDN'T a 

NANASE | HAVE BEEN [Sey 

Age PERSPECTIVE, la ececece: > 

PERFECTLY Wo 

CAPABLE ae! 
OF SUCH 







A THING. 
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et EVEN IF 
SHE DION’T 
INTEND TO 
DRIVE HER 
3 SISTER TO 
pate HER ACTIONS HER DEATH, 


HAD SET THOSE 
GEARS IN MOTION. 
HER GUILT MAY 





HAVE STIRRED UP |. 
Oe ye HER IMAGINATION. | “SS 








IN REALITY, 
KARIN NANASE 
PROBABLY 
LOVED HER 
FATHER AND 
SISTER. 


















WAS JUST 
SMARTER AND 
MORE STRONG- 
WILLED THAN 
MOST, AND HAD 

ALUST FOR §” Pia, 
success, P—_ , aaa 



















fi Min 
bith 
boon " 1 
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IT WAS EASY 
FOR HATSUMI 
Sue TO IMAGINE 

THAT IF 

WOULD 
KARIN KNEW 
SURMOUNT 
iNet WHO HAD 


BEEN HER 
DIFFICULTIES 
TO AVENGE —s- UNDOING, 
HERSELE. 











wd f ia | 


BUT IN HER 
SISTER'S EYES, 
SHE WASN'T 
SUCH AN 
ADMIRABLE 
HUMAN 





























YET TO THE 
WORLD, THE 
YOUNGER 
SISTER WAS 
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WRONG! 
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HARUKO 
IS ALIVE! 














HATSUMI- 
CHAN, ARE 























: POOR 
|| HARUKO- DEAR 
(| CHAN ISN'T 
WITH US 
ANYMORE. 


eae 


WOULD BE 
ON THE 
LOOKOUT 
FOR A DEAD 
WOMAN. 
SHE WOULD 
BE AN 


boy a 


TBS 


a 
rt 
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Ss 





‘WHAT 
SHE 
NEEDED 
WAS Al 










“THE LIE 
OF STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE.” 
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“CONVINCED 
THAT A DEAD 
WOMAN 
STILL LIVED, 


‘IT DIDN/T 
MATTER 
THAT KARIN 
NANASE 
ALL WAS 
OF THE DEAD. 
EVIDENCE 
COULD BE 


THERE 


( WAS LITTLE 


HATSUMI 


| COULD DO TO 


ASSUAGE THE 
. CONSTANT 
FEAR OF HER 

SISTER’S { 
. REVENGE.” 








































































































“IF THE 
BODY HAS 
NO FACE, 
IT COULD 
HAVE BEEN 
WHAT A DOUBLE. 











































































































































































PERSUADE |S STILL 
HER OTHER- ALIVE. 
WISER” 












































































































































































































I DON’T KNOW. 
HOW DO YOU GET RID OF 
THE SISTER’S ANXIETY? 


NY 


SEND HER TO 
) THERAPY. 


GO ON, TELL 


‘LET’S SAY 
THERE’S 
SOMEONE 
WHO CARES 
VERY DEEPLY 
FOR HATSUMI 
NANASE AND 
WANTS TO 
HELP HER.” 





IF SHE CAN'T HARUKO- 
ACCEPT THAT : ae CHEN I$ 
FACT, HATSUMI’S : 
FEAR WILL 
DESTROY HER, 





THIS IS 
THE ONLY 
WAY TO HELP 
HATSUMI! 


I HAVE 
TO SHOW 
PEOPLE 
KARIN 
NANASE’S 


GHOST! | I JUST 
HAVE TO 


PROVE THAT 
HARUKO- 
CHAN I 
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See 


SEN 


oe ee 


Ses 
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sat 


Sc 
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Soa 


RSs 


ee 
Se 


SON 


SESS 


PESTS 


ee 


see 


THIS PERSON 
DONNED THE 
GUISE OF 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE AND 
ATTACKED 
ALL PEOPLE 

TO GET NIGHT 
PEOPLE AFTER 
TALKING NIGHT, 

ABOUT A 
MADE-UP 
GHOST. 


Sacto 


AS 


IT’S NOT 
THAT THE 
GHOST 
APPEARED 
BECAUSE SHE 
WAS DERD, 
BUT THAT SHE 
MUST BE DEAD 
BECAUSE 
THERE’S A 





IF KARIN NANASE HAS A 
GHOST, THAT MEANS SHE 
MUST BE DEAD! 
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N aN 
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za 


meta 


| hy 


uw 
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= 
fe) 
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Q 
u) 
te 
z 
= 
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So 
yy) 
a 
a 
a 
cL 
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US ALL THINK THAT SHE HAD 
BECOME A GHOST, WREAKING 
VENGEANCE ON THE WORLD 


FOR HER DEATH. 
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| PLANNED ™ wey 
| For | eo 


T H | Ss ° fh | 


‘WHICH IS 
WHY OUR 
‘GHOST’ 
MADE SURE 
IT COULD 
ONLY BE 
SEEN AS 
mi THE GHOST 
4 OF A DEAD 
WOMAN.” 


“ALL OF THESE 
FACTS ADD UP 
TO A GHOST WHO 
WOULD ONLY APPEAR 
BECAUSE KARIN 
NANASE HAD DIED 
IN A SHOWER OF 
I-BEAMS.” 


EAH, SHE MIGHT 
HAVE THOUGHT THAT. 


YEAH! 
AN ASTRAL BODY! 


IT’S POSSIBLE 
HATSUMI THOUGHT 
OF THAT, TOO! 


‘STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
HAS NO FACE, 

CARRIES 
AROUND A 
STEEL 
GIRDER...” 


‘AND 
WEARS KARIN 
NANASE’S 
STAGE 
COSTUME.” 




























































































‘FURTHER- \ 
MORE, Sg Le 
THIS VERY ae = 
MEMORABLE Z 
NAMEAND |. \ oe 
VISAGE... 








































































































































































































GOT PEOPLE aS ) 
TALKING, AND 
SPREAD THE 
RUMORS THAT 
MUCH MORE 
QUICKLY.” 










‘ATTACKING 
PEOPLE AT 
RANDOM 
SPED THE 
PROCESS 
UP EVEN 

FURTHER.” 




























































7 FOR THE | . 
OPTIMAL EFFECT, | ccs) \ 
OUR ‘GHOST’ eeN | 

WOULD HAVE N 
WANTED HATSUMI | : 
TO COME ACROSS F- 
THE RUMORS ON 

HER OWN.” 
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SHE ieee 
NEEDED TO ‘INSTEAD He 
OR FIND THE OF HAVING 
HAPPEN RUMOR IN A FRIEND OR 

TO A GOSSIP ACQUAINTANCE 
| OVERHEAR COLUMN SPECIFICALLY 
| SOMEONE ON THE BRING IT UP...” 
MENTION INTERNET, z 
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“THAT WAY, W/ JAW |BSee 3 
THE STORY 5 EN OS) SSS = . 
WOULD SEEM Me —_ y, YT ae 



































LESS a ((/ | Ae ee = 
CONTRIVED.” re Z 
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= GF STEEL LADY 
NANASE’S 
































































































APPEARANCE AND 
























































































































































































































































































































‘lS THAT : BEHAVIOR DON’T 
CREATED... es ciRcumsTANCcES 
== NANASE’S 
DEATH...” 

























































































































































































fe 11 TO MAKE 
ay = HATSUMI NANASE 
—SeH=37 BELIEVE THAT HER 
gae=| SISTER HAD DIED 
= AND REAPPEARED 

AS A GHOST.” 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































==/ NarueaL, 

I GUESS IT’S NOT FE ; 
IMPOSSIBLE... ‘| THEN, THAT 

|| WE SEE 

|| NO TRACE 

OF KARIN 

NANASE’S 

WiLL.” 









































































































































IT TECHNICALLY MAKES 
SENSE...BUT I DON’T KNOW. 









































































































































SOUNDS PLAUSIBLE, 


BUT NOT REALLY... 



















































































































































































































































































SO WHAT ABOUT 
KILLING THE 


OH YEAH, 1 f. 2 
FORGOT ABOUT DETECTIVE: 


THAT. 


IF STEEL LADY NANASE |S 
A HOAX, THEN HOW DOES 
THAT FACTOR IN? 


AND DON'T TRY TO TELL 
US STEEL LADY NANASE 
AND THE COP KILLER ARE 
UNRELATED. 








COURSE 
THEY’RE 
RELATED.” 


oy NEE 

“0 is 
4 ~< 

Car ae 





“DETECTIVE 
TERADA’S 
KILLER IS THE 
VERY PERSON 
WHO CREATED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE.” 
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YOU DOING 
DRESSED 
LIKE THAT? 
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aN 


WHY DON'T 
YOU COME 
WITH ME 
TO THE 
STATION? 


MOST PEOPLE 
WOULD RUN WHEN 
CONFRONTED BY 


SOMEONE IN THAT 


GETUP IN 
THE MIDDLE OF 


THE NIGHT. | 


PERPETRATOR 
NEVER EVEN 
DREAMED THE 
AR BURLY DETECTIVE 
a‘ WOULD ACTUALLY 
INVESTIGATE THE 
INCIDENTS AND 
COME IN FOR 
AN ARREST. 


YOU MUST BE 
THAT STEEL LADY 
NANASE WHO'S BEEN 
ATTACKING PEOPLE 
AND CAUSING A 
RUCKUS! 


































































WHEN YOU 
EXPECT SOMEONE 
TO RUN AWAY, 
BUT THEY RUN 
TOWARD YOU IN- 
STEAD, IT WOULD 
CONFUSE YOU. 

ANYONE WOULD 
AND WHEN 
THE cULpRrit FREEZE UP FOR 


FINALLY THOUGHT 4 SECOND. 
TO RUN AWAY, IT 
WAS TOO LATE. 
THE DETECTIVE 
HAD HIS SPOOK 
BY THE ARM, 






































BUT 
THEN, 

IT WAS 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA’S 
TURN TO 
FREEZE. 





BECAUSE 
WHEN HE 
LOOKED 
CLOSELY 
| AT THE 
OFFENDER, 
HE SAW |e 
IT WAS A fe 
WEARING MAN. & 
A 
AND WOMAN’S 
ABIG WIG, 
RIBBON moe 
ON HER 
HAIR... | 























































































































AND A 
FRILLY 
MINISKIRT 
AROUND 
HER WAIST. 


WAS 
GooD 
| peTective ACTUALLY 


“ ” 


WOULD Be A “HE. 
MOMEN- 
TARILY 
STUNNED. 





her Face painted black to mimic the corpse’s lack of 
Features, and a frilly miniskirt around her waist. 
But “she” was actually a “he.” ven our good detective 
would be momentarily stunned, 


<574> Name: Withheld by Request 09/0H 23:55 ID:haw: 
Freaky, 


<575> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 23:55 10:39) &: 
A dude in that getup?! rae 
<576> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 23:56 TohuibZ 9 
Now that you mention it, I hadn't thought of the gender. 


THE PER- 
V PETRATOR 

\/ SO IT’S MORE DID IT ALL 
CONVINCING FOR KARIN 

TO MAKE HIM A NANASE’S 








MAN MOTIVATED SISTER. 
BY ROMANTIC 
FEELINGS FOR 
HER, OR SOME- 
\\ THING SIMILAR... 
\ IS THAT ITP 






THE KILLER FF ul WOULD 

| TOOK HIS | DRESSING UP _— BELIEVE 

| CHANCE—HE =z = AS A GHOST THAT A 

| SWUNG HIS | AND SWINGING WOMAN 

COUNTERFEIT AN IRON GIRDER WOULD DO 

GIRDER AT AROUND EVERY SOMETHING 
TECTIVE NIGHT FOR SO STUPID, 

se THE SAKE OF 


TERADA'S HE SAKE C 
FACE. a ELSE. 
















AND IT 


SEEMS | 
ie 7 4 7 ALTHOUGH IT 
Beet L, 7 WAS A FAKE, IT 
? mn HAD TO BE MADE 


SUSPECT 
BECAUSE WOULD HAVE |. | be ay aed la 


THEN IT MADE IT OUT| ox = ‘ 
COULD BE OF WOOD, |) i\ WEIGHT TO BE 
MADE IN TWO a AS INTIMIDATING 

ATTACHABLE mo Sai AS A REAL 

PARTS FOR ate STEEL BEAM. 
EASIER ae 

TRANSPORT. 











IF IT’S HEAVY 
ENOUGH AND 
LONG ENOUGH, 
EVEN WOOD 
CAN SPLIT 
A PERSON’S 


DEPENDING 
ON WHERE 
IT MAKES 
CONTACT, 
IT COULD 
RENDER A 
PERSON UN- 
CONSCIOUS, 
\, OR EVEN 
<—sS KILL THEM 
7 a | IN ONE BLOW. 








AND THE 

S| PERP’S ONE 
HIT WAS 
RIGHT ON 

THE MONEY. 





THUS, 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA WAS 
DEFEATED 
WITHOUT ANY 
SIGN OF A 
STRUGGLE. 


IF I LET HIM 
LIVE, EVERYONE 
WILL KNOW 
THAT STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
IS A HOAX, 


STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE.., 





mi 
val 


STUPID 
DETECTIVE. 


My LIE 
TO HELP 
HATSUMI 

WILL BE 
RUINED, 





AND, TO MAKE 
SURE THE GHOST 
RUMORS SPREAD 
EVEN FURTHER, 
HE MADE IT LOOK 
LIKE SHE DID IT. 





CULPRIT 
DECIDED 
TO KILL 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA. 


WHEN HIS 
WORK WAS 
FINISHED, 
THE KILLER 
ERASED ALL 
SIGNS HE 
HAD BEEN 
THERE AND 
LEFT THE 
SCENE. 





























IT'S JUST A BUNCH OF 


I'M TIRED |\\ Gee: is 
See 3 Libs “| FORCED LOGIC! 


WHAT HAPPENED 
NEXT? 









iN 


‘THEN, 
oe 
’ IS T 
ict lu KILLER? 
HIS NAME, 
BUT WE’VE 
NARROWED 
DOWN THE 
CRITERIA.” 






rm 
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ey 
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SS 


“AND A 
MAN.” 


SE 


‘IT WAS 
SOMEONE 
CLOSE 
nee 
ANASE’S 
SOMEONE 


ROMANTIC 
FEELINGS 
FOR HER, 
OR PERHAPS 
SOMEONE =A NEED TO 
WHO COULD PROTECT 
WANDER 
AROUND AN 
UNFAMILIAR § 
CITY, LATE WE 
AT NIGHT, 
DISGUISED 
AS STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE.” 


Ss 
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SS 


Ss 
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SS 
SS 
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DO YOU THINK IT’S THE 
SISTER'S BOYFRIEND? 


‘THE 
ODDS OF 
THAT ARE 

SLIM.” 


eer aM “LOVER IS 
SAND IF e ne 
HATSUMIIS * DOING 


AFRAID HER | NUE SY] THINGS IN THE 
SISTER’S OUT TO | an MIDDLE OF THE 
GET HER, NIGHT Boe 4 “in contr 
IS EXACTLY WHEN | ee NON 

SHE WOULD BEG | 


| _-4--\_ SHE WOULD 
HIM TO STAY aes ee : 
WITH HER.” ‘ a 6 fh | S ee NOTICE? 


‘ERGO, 
WE SHOULD 
ASSUME THE 
KILLER IS 
SOMEONE 
WITH FREE 
TIME, WHO 
WOULD STOP 
AT NOTHING 
ra T p 
SOMEONE 
With HER. 
SOMEWHAT 
| , DEVIANT 
‘INWHICH hac | | | TENDENCIES, 
CASE, KARIN | 1 vi; AND SOME- 
NANASE’S € | | ONE WHO IS 
SISTER , of SINGLE.” 
MAY BE IN eZ ! ) 
DANGER.” / 





Sa seenvon 
Bes 
eos 








IT WOULDN'T BE 
SO BAD IF THE 
KILLER WERE 
=| SATISFIED WITH 
See tg HIS ONE-SIDED 
FEELINGS FOR 
HER, AND WAS 
HAPPY MERELY 
TO HELP HER 
FROM AFAR. 


BUT NOW 
HE’S 
KILLED 
A MAN. 

















gon 


IF THAT GOTHIS eA § a 
BLOOD BOILING ’ a) 


IN THE HOPES OF WN s 
SOME RECOMPENSE on PN 
Mi A 


HE MAY TRY FOR HIS LOVE, {a ae 
e254, 


FORCING \ np 
HATSUMI , 
NANASE 

INTO A 

RELATIONSHIP. 


‘“ 






































AND 
THIS LED 












































































/| TO HIM 3 
MURDERING THE ‘i 
DETECTIVE KILLER AM 
IF IT DOESN’T TERADA. INVENTED i 
STOP THERE, FOR THE STEEL _ 
> HE MAY END SAKE OF LADY e 
| UP DOING HARM KARIN NANASE, 
TO HATSUMI NANASE’S A GHOST 
NANASE THAT 
HERSELF. DOESN'T 
EXIST... 






































THEN HE MIGHT HAVE 
ALREADY MADE CONTACT 
WITH THE SISTER 


| IT’S BEEN ALMOST 
A WHOLE DAY SINCE 
DETECTIVE TERADA WAS 


& 
SN 


= 
SS 
SY 


Wooss 
NS Sy 
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2 
yt 
re ZZ 
| ~ 


“STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE 
1S NO 
SPECTRE.” 


“WE MUST 
IDENTIFY 
THIS 
DEGENERATE 
IMMEDIATELY, 


SAFETY OF 
ALL THOSE 
INVOLVED.” 


ee 


oe \ ‘ Xx C 





ARS 
™ BUT IF NO ONE KNEW THEY WERE IN 
RAG, THEY WERE PROBABLY ON THE 
LIMMER SIDE. COULD SOMEONE LIKE 
HAT REALLY KILL THE DETECTIVE? 


THAT'S THE THING. THE 
KILLER BEING IN DRAG 
CAUGHT THE DETECTIVE 
OFF GUARD. 


Sy Meo 
ARIN’S SISTER WAS HOT 
00, SO IT MAKES SENSE 

3 THAT THERE'D BE A GUY 


~™ WHO GOT ATTACHED TO HER. |: 






































ONs 
ye 
ae nae, (gee 
rayne ne owes ff © SOLUTION 
KILL THE DETECTIVE. z THREE Is 
aid HAVING AN 


EFFECT. 


THEY 
MIGHT ONLY 
LIKE IT FOR THE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
VALUE, BUT ALOT 
OF PEOPLE ARE 
SHOWING UP IN 
SUPPORT OF IT. 


























: 
= 
ee 
Os 
Qg 
7 


WEAKENED. 


~~ 
eis 
aS 
NY 
Uy 
ws 
Ta) 








+ 

















y 
NIT 






































I KNOW 
SHE’S A 
MONSTER, 
BUT DOES 
SHE HAVE 
TO GO 
= | THAT 
FAR?! 
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HERE 
COM, E. 000 


TY) TH. E 
OBUEC- 
TIONS. 








53Z2> Name: Withheld by Request 09/05 00:05 
Your solution has 4 Fatal Flaw. 


CLAIM THAT 

THE KILLER 

)__ WANTED TO 
THAT’S GIVE KARIN 


WHY HE 
CREATED ape 


STEEL LADY 
NANASE, KIDS 
BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 

MAKE 
SENSE. 











‘HATSUMI 
°F HE WAS AFRAID 
WAS 

_ SISTER'S 


TRYING | 
TO CALM | REVENGE.’ 


‘BUT HE HER 
INSTEAD, WE WOULD DOWN, 
HAVE STEEL LADY AV 
NANASE, WHO INVENTED 
BRANDISHES A A MORE 
PEACEFUL 
STEEL GIRDER oat 
AND ATTACKS 
PEOPLE WITH 


| “WOULDN'T 
Nf SHE THINK THAT, 
IF HER LIVING 
SISTER DOESN'T 
COME FOR HER, 
HER SISTER’S 
GHOST WILL?” 





A 10 = eS 


APO ge 


‘FUR THER- 
MORE, IF THE 
GHOST HAS 

KILLED A MAN, 
HER FEAR 
WOULD BE 


HATSUMI ST : 
WOULD BE © eae 


THAT MUCH 
CLOSER TO 
A MENTAL 
BREAK- 
DOWN.” 


‘ERGO, 
YOU HAVE 
FAILED TO 
ESTABLISH 

THE KILLER’S 

MOTIVE.” 








WF HIS 
MOTIVE 
DOESN'T 
HOLD UF, 


7. 4 


2 
uO 
Xa 

2 


FALLS 


eS 
zan 
wee 
RON 

YES 


APAR 













































































THAT SOLUTION DOE 
WORK, 


ARE YOU SURE? KILLERS 


DON’T ALWAYS .D0-THINGS 


HE‘S:KIND OF CRAZY, 
ND. HE JUMPS TO-— 
CONCLUSIONS, 
EMEMBER? 


MAYBE HE JUST THOUGHT = 
ALL HE NEEDED WAS A GHOST 
AND DIDN'T REALIZE THE 
-ONE HE MADE UP WOULD 


“THAT'S POSSIBLE, BUT.| 
WE GO BY-THOSE RULE 


{EN ANYTHING’S POSSIBLE. 


|S THAT IRRATIONAL, sd AOS 
THERE'S NO WAY TO 


DEDUCE ANYTHING. _ 
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DIE, 


WORKING 
ALONE, 
SHE'S 
ABLE TO 
MAKE HER 
OBJECTION, 


ARE NOT 
ALONE 


AND 
COME 
BACK 

TO LIFE 


+ 
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rFLeoW 
+OS3TO 
RHehok 
FsaZz5 
z=OUtr7 a2 
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THERE MAY 
; BE SOME 
PEOPLE WHO ARE 
SATISFIED WITH 
THE SOLUTIONS 
I’VE ALREADY 
PROVIDED, 
BUT I HAVEN’T 
FACTORED THEM 
INTO MY CALCU- 
LATIONS. 




































| ) \ 4 SHE 
YW () ASSUMES THAT I SUSPECT 
Z é DECIDING SAME IDEA 
AWAY AT HER 
HER YOU DO, 
INFLUENCE IN 
Ih STAGES. FUTURE BY 
-_- SELECTING 
THE ONES 
o | WITH THE 
OO ks SMALLEST 
RASA / | NUMBER OF 
a, | ey, DISSENT- 



















THAT IS 
WHAT WILL 
LEAD HER 
| INTO MY 
fe TRAP 












































































































































































































































BUT DIDN’T = ¢ 
YOU SAY A Se ; 
LITTLE WHILE a _ 
AGO THAT = < 

YOU ONLY == 
NEED PARTIAL 
BELIEF 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Ke I DIDN‘T 
_ MEAN A 
PART OF THE 
PEOPLE ON 
THE SITE. 




















‘I ONLY ware 
NEED THEM 4 

TO BELIEVE 
PART OF THE 
SOLUTIONS I 
PRESENT.” 











THAT’/S 
WHAT I 
MEANT. 


HAVEN’T 











YOU 
EACH OF MY NOTICED? 
SOLUTIONS HAS 
INCORPORATED 
SOME OF THE 


SOLUTION THAT 
PRECEDED IT. 


y. 


i 
TS 
xe 
© 
WwW Uy 
Ot 
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& 
AS 
=u 
TO 
Ss 
Vu 
RS 


STEEL LHDY 
NANAISE INDE- 
PENDENTL 


Fw SIDI IIIT 


THE FACT 
THAT KARIN 
NANASE’S 
FATHER LEFT 
THAT NOTE 
OUT OF 
SPITE. 























THE CON- 


CLUSION 

OF EACH 
SOLUTION 

BUT MAY HAVE 
THE BEEN RE- 
BASIC JECTED, 


ELEMENTS 





EVEN WITH OUR \ ~ 
NEWLY REJECTED 
SOLUTION F 
THREE—OUR i | 
PORTRAIT OF 
THE KILLER WAS eae 
DISMISSED... = 





008 BUT I 
ALSO SAID 
THAT IT 
WAS KARIN 
NANASE’S 
SISTER WHO 
GAVE THE 
NO ONEHAS NOTE TO 
EXPRESSED THE MEDIA. 
ANY VIEWS IN 
OPPOSITION 
TO THAT. 






























































THAT 
SHE WILL 
SUCCEED AS 
LONG AS THEY : 
REJECT THE \ . *] RIKKA-SAN 
CONCLUSION \ BELIEVES... 
THAT... , 


oS THERE 
IS NO SUCH 

THING AS 
STEEL LADY 

NANASE.” 


SHE 
DOESN'T SEE 
ASLONG =s-_ THE NEED TO 
AS SHE CAN = pESTROY MY 


CRUSH THE 
CONCLUSION, Be ee 


SHE HAS AC- 
COMPLISHED ROOT. 
HER GOAL. 


THE 
CONCLU- 
SION IS 
EASIER 
TO BEAT 
DOWN 
BECAUSE 
IT IS AN 
ABSOLUTE 
SHE CAN LIE. 
DEAL WITH 
IT QUICKLY 
AND EASILY, 
LOWERINGTHE 
NUMBER OF 
DISSENTERS. 








EVERYTHING 
IS NOW IN 
PLACE. 


ALL 
THAT’S 
LEFT IS TO 
LAUNCH 
MY FINAL 
ATTACK. 


7 IF SHE TRIES TO 
KNOCK DOWN EVERY 
SINGLE ARGUMENT 
LEADING UP TO THE 
sre ceri gry Ua fasts 
5 OF THE CHAT WOU 
gre STAGNATE, AND SHE 
CHOICE BUT WOULD DRAW TOO 


rOtace me | MMC RENTON 


SIMPLEST 
OPTION. 





FICTION 
WILL BE 
BORN 


AND WITHIN THE | 


INVERT FICTION, 


ITSELF 
INTO 




















NYY Notin 











STEEL LADY 
NAINAISE WILL 
DISAPPEAR. 














ow 
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( (i) 


Se) 
NY 





0008 TO 
SOLUTION 
NUMBER 
FOUR. 



















































































































































JUST WHAT I'VE 
BEEN WAITING FOR! 






= ‘THE THREE 
se, oo SOLUTIONS 
I PRESENTED 
= ) , | PREVIOUSLY 
= KEN oe ass WERE MERELY 
— =e = | A FOUNDATION, 
COME ON, THAT'S [=——# Ay oe LAYING THE 
ENOUGH, — ae os ene GROUNDWORK 
= , — FOR THE REAL 
TRUTH.” 
















“SOMEONE 
| IS BEHIND 
is THIS.” 
















“SOMEONE 
AND WHO |S THIS vecioe. rate 
“SOMEONE”? STEEL LADY 
NANASE... 
we AND 
MURDERED 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA.” 





STEEL LADY NANASE 
IS A GHOST. 


‘“NEVERTHE- 
LESS, STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
IS A FICTION.” 





“SOMEONE 
DIED AT THE 
TION SITE 
THAT NIGHT, 


CONSTRUC- 


BUT 
IT WAS 
A FAKE, 
SET UP 
TO LOOK 
LIKE KARIN 
NANASE.” 








Osu 
XE 

aq 
war 
ave 
av 7 


YOU HAVE 


‘WHEN YOU 
FIND A BODY 
WITHOUT A 
IT COULD 
HAVE BEEN 
SWITCHED.” 


FACE 
TO ASSUME 










“THE REAL 
KARIN 
NANASE 


1S ALIVE 
AT THIS 
VERY 






PSS 


YOU JUST SAID SHE 
MODERATOR, : WASN'T. 


THIS TROLL! 


tee 


give ca 


NO, THEY NEVER DID 
PROVE OR DISPROVE THE 
BODY SWITCHING THEORY. 


IF KARIN NANASE IS ALIVE, 


NO WAY, IT’S IMPOSSIBLE. 
Se aU ihoeg THEN STEEL LADY NANASE 


DOESN’T EXIST, RIGHT? 


BECAUSE LIVING PEOPLE 
DON’T HAVE GHOSTS. 


WHAT ABOUT AN 
ASTRAL BODY? 
FIRST, SHOULDN’T WE TALK ? 


ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT IT IF SHE WERE ALIVE, SHE 
WAS POSSIBLE TO MAKE WOULDN'T APPEAR IN AN 





See atc! 


fey 











pena TM = one. § 
ah are ant, = 
{aera er) 
= 


SUSPECTED 
OF KILLING 
HER FATHER 
AND OUT OF 
A JOB, KARIN 
NANASE WAS 
HIDING IN 
MAKURAZAKA 














A SMART GIRL. 
SHE PROBABLY 
FIGURED OUT 
IT WAS HER 
FATHER AND 
SISTER WHO 
HAD TAKEN 
HER DOWN. 








—a 


7 > 
A. 


4 Ep u 

on hy 
Pe 9K 
= eee 


SHE 
HAD LOST 
EVERYTHING— 
EVEN HER 
FAMILY. 
SHE WAS 
ALL ALONE. 




















BUT 
HOWEVER 
DEEP HER 


DESPAIR, 
WAIT LONG ; } SUICIDE |S 


ENOUGH, THE PRROPON = ONE THING 
RUMORS WILL FEY = MRA] SHE WOULD 
DIE DOWN, [* NEVER 


ATTEMPT. 


BUT... I'LL 
NEVER BE AN 
IDOL AGAIN, 





I'M STILL 
I JUST YOUNG, 


HAVE TO 
START 
OVER FROM 
SCRATCH, 


“a 
= 
= 
aa 
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m 
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SURELY 
THAT’S 
WHAT KARIN 
NANASE 
TOLD 
HERSELF. 




















THEIR 



























































FACES MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
DIFFERENT, 
BUT THEIR 
THERE’S NO a HAIR LENGTH, 
KNOWING = EiEdE PHYSIQUE, AND 
WHAT AGE WERE ALL 
A-SAN'S VERY SIMILAR. 
CIRCUM- 








STANCES 












FRIENDS 
on OR RELA- | 


MAYBE TIVES. 
SHE WAS 
SUFFERING 
FROM A 
MENTAL 
ILLNESS. 








TUNATELY, 
HOWEVER, 
KARIN NANASE 


FOUND HER. 


























AS LONG AS I'M 
‘KARIN NANASE,” 
I'LL NEVER SHAKE 
THE SUSPICION 
THAT I KILLED MY 
FATHER, OR ERASE 
THE STIGMA OF 
BEING A FALLEN 
IDOL. 


IF I THROW 
AWAY THAT 
PERSONA AND 
START OVER AS 
SOMEONE ELSE.., 


TEMPTATION 
DROVE HER 
TO HER 
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SHE MADE 
SURE 





A-SAN’S 
FINGER- 

PRINTS yy : 
FOUND DN 


THEIR WAY —~\\ 
ONTO HER 


BELONG- | (7 &F 
INGS. Uff || 
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PERHAPS KARIN 
NANASE PULLED 
HER ASIDE ATA 
TIME WHEN HER 
OWN TROUBLES 
HAD HER 
CONTEMPLATING 
SUICIDE, 


AND SHE 
BECAME ___ 
_| DEPENDENT ||) | 
ON THE | 
EX-IDOL. 


IT’S ALSO 
PLAUSIBLE 
THAT SHE WENT 
ALONG WITH IT 
IN EXCHANGE 
FOR A PROMISE 
OF FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE. 






























































MOST LIKELY 
HAD SOME 
REASON TO 
COOPERATE 
WITH KARIN 

NANASE. 
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% \} ARE YOU 
SURE THIS 
WILL WORK, 
KARIN-CHAN?P 
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THEY MIGHT 





SO I’M SUPPOSED 

















FIGURE IT OUT 
TOO FAST FOR 
IT TO DO ANY TO MAKE THE MEDIA 
THINK I’M YOU, AND 
LURE THEM AWAY. 


GOOD... 















































































































































































































































NO ONE 
FROM THE 
MEDIA WILL 

SEE US IN THAT 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE. IT’S THE 


PERFECT PLACE 
O MEET. 
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TO RESTART 
HER LIFE. 
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“THESE 
CIRCUM- 
STANCES 
WOULD 
ALSO 
EXPLAIN A 
CERTAIN 
OTHER | 


S 
ears 


WIMP a(t 
no 
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vd | i 7 
Wray , 
yi HATE nl 


STEEL 








‘AND ANY SIGN 
OF THE BLOW 
THAT RENDERED 
HER LINCON- 
SCIOUS WOULD 
BE INDISTIN- 
FROM HER OTHER 
INJURIES.” 








‘WHY DIDN‘T 
KARIN NANASE 
TRY TO DODGE 
THE BEAMS THAT 
WERE COMING 
DIRECTLY FOR 
HER FACE?” 


“iT BELONGED 
TO SOMEONE 
ELSE—SOMEONE 
WHO TOOK KARIN 
NANASE’S PLACE, 
AIND WAS ONLY 
STEEL BEAMS 
AFTER BEING “BECAUSE 
KNOCKED UN- THE BODY 
CONSCIOUS.” WAS NOT 


HERS.” 
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HERE'S 

YOUR THANK 
LICENSE YOU VERY 
y BACK, MUCH, 


























































” “SHE WOULD 
HAVE HAD TO 
CHANGE HER 

APPEARANCE TO 
MAKE SURE NO 
ONE RECOGNIZED 
HER, BUT THAT 
WOULD BE 
RELATIVELY 
SIMPLE.” 








GUTSY 
GIRL 
LIKE HER 
COULD 
PULL IT 







































‘IF IT WAS 
KARIN 7. 
NANASE WHO BJ 
DIED, THEN 
THERE’S A 
THAT ~~ CERTAIN 


WE’D ELEMENT... 
BE AT MeN 


PRINS TO 
EXPLAIN.” 





YOU STILL HAVE NO 
PROOF THAT THE 
VICTIM WAS A DOUBLE. 










“THE PRE- 
VAILING 
THEORY IS 
TO THE THAT, THAT 
RAINY NIGHT, KARIN 
CONSTRUC- § NANASE 
TION SITE SO —- WENT...” 
SHE COULD | 
SMOKE AWAY 
FROM -# 
PRYING 
EYES.” 


sae eg 


‘CIGARETTE 
BOXES WERE 
DISCOVERED 
IN HER HOTEL 
ROOM, AS 
WELL.” 








‘SHE WAS A 


MINOR, AND 
THE HOTEL 
WAS NON- 
SMOKING. 


IT WAS THE 

ONLY PLACE 

SHE COULD 
SMOKE IN 
PRIVATE.” 


‘THERE WERE  \ 
CIGARETTE BUTTS 
AT THE SCENE, 
AND A BOX OF 
CIGARETTES AND 
A LIGHTER WERE 
FOUND AMONG 
THE VICTIM’S 
BELONGINGS.” 





ve WELL, 
NOT 
NECES- 





‘SHE WAS 
A MINOR, AND 
HAD DEBUTED 


AS AN IDOL 
WHILE STILL IN 
Z\ HIGH SCHOOL.” 


“SURELY 
SHE WAS WELL 
AWARE THAT 
SMOKING 
‘EVEN IF WOULD 
SHE HAD BEEN BLEMISH HER 
A SMOKER POP STAR 
PREVIOUSLY, A IMAGE.” 
SMART GIRL LIKE 
HER WOULD HAVE 
QUIT RIGHT 
AWAY.” 


‘THERE 
DOESN’T 
SEEM TO BE 
A PROBLEM 
HERE, BUT IN 
FACT THERE 
iS 


“SIMPLY PUT, 
IT DOESNT 
MAKE SENSE 
TO ASSUME 
THAT KARIN 
NANASE WAS IN 
THE HABIT OF 
SMOKING.” 

























MAYBE SHE STARTED SMOKING FROM 
THE STRESS OF BEING ON THE RUN 
FROM MURDER ACCUSATIONS. 





OR MAYBE SHE WAS A 
SMOKER BEFORE, STOPPED 
FOR A WHILE, AND TOOK IT 
UP AGAIN? 


“SHE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
IF ANYONE HOPING FOR . 
FOUND HER THINGS TO eee 
SMOKING, BLOW OVER 
CASE, THAT 
ITWOULD QUICKLY. Pega ae 
EoUEr : CONVOLUTED.” 
MORE ; 
FODDER 
FOR THE 
MEDIA.” 


TT ee’ 


“SHE WOULDN’T 
START SMOKING 
WHEN THE RISKS 
WERE SO HIGH.” 


‘THEN WHY 
WERE THERE 
CIGARETTES 

ON THE 
SCENE?” 














‘BUT IF 
SHE WASN’T A 
SMOKER, WHY 


WOULD THE =| @ : 
CIGARETTES : BECAUSE THE 


. CIGARETTES 
pal alas 7 a HAD TO BE ON 
THE SCENE.” 



















‘TO 
COMPLETE 
THE 
SWITCH.” 






















‘TRUE, THE 
CIGARETTES 
SERVED AS A 
REASON FOR 
KARIN NANASE TO 
BE ALONE AT A 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE IN THE MIDDLE 


BUT 
THAT IG OF THE NIGHT. 


OF SEC- 
ONDARY 
IMPOR- 
TANCE.” 









IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN DANGEROUS 
TO ADD AN ELEMENT 
LIKE CIGARETTES, 
WHICH WEREN'T 
A PART OF KARIN 
NANASE’S PUBLIC 
PERSONA.” 














“KARIN 
NANASE WAS 
WORRIED 
ABOUT THE 
WHEN THE AUTOPSY. 


CORONER 
LOOKED AT 
HER LUNGS, 
THEY WOULD 
FIND EVIDENCE 
OF SMOKING.” 


er 


“SHE COULD 
MAKE UP ANY 
NUMBER OF 
REASONS TO 
BE IN SUCH 
A PLACE. 


<> 


‘BECAUSE 
HER 
REPLACE- 
MENT— 
A-SAN— 
WAS A 
SMOKER.” 


‘YET SHE 
DID IT 
ANYWAY.” 



































“NO ONE 
WOLLD TESTIFY 
THAT THE POP 
STAR HAD 
IF THE EVER BEEN A 
BODY HAD SMOKER. 
BLACKENED 
LUNGS, 
PEOPLE } 
SUSPECT ES iy ae 
Vas ans 


NULLIFY 
THOSE 
SUSPI- 


SHE NEEDED CIONS; 


TO MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE 
KARIN NANASE 
HAD BEEN A 
SMOKER.” 

























‘THE 
CIGARETTES 
SIMULTANEOUSLY 
GAVE A REASON 
FOR KARIN 
NANASE TO BE 
AT THE SITE, 






AND 
ERASED ANY 
QUESTIONS 
ABOUT 
TOBACCO IN 
THE LUNGS.” 








“THE BODY 
THAT WAS 
DISCOVERED AT 
THE CONSTRUCTION 
SITE IN MAKURAZAKA 
THIS YEAR ON 
TO KARIN 
NANASE.” 


JANUARY 30TH 
DID NOT BELONG 
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tr 
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KARIN 
NANASE 





LEB 
ee 
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NEVER BE 
AINY SUCH 
GHOST AS 

STEEL LADY 

NANASE.” 
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“hat about the eigarettes? 
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IF KARIN NANASE IS ALIVE, who cares if She gmokes? 


THEN WHAT THE HELL IS 


STEEL LADY NANASE? ] 
i Wane: withheld by Request 09/05 O06) Zh 


|-san? Way £00 convenient. 





| | Name withheld by Request 09/05 00d Lhe 
But iF the body isn't Karan Nanase 
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MAYBE SHE DID IT TO 
MAKE PEOPLE BELIEVE 
SHE'S REALLY DEAD? 




















IF THERE’S A GHOST, 
THAT MEANS KARIN 
NANASE HAS TO BE FU) ae i | : er MC 3 
DEAD. : 7 7 a a ’ pL SS 


THEN WHAT ABOUT 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE? 












THEN EVEN IF PEOPLE 
RUN INTO KARIN NANASE IN 
HER NEW LIFE AND SEE A 
RESEMBLANCE, SHE WON’T 
HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT 
ANYONE CATCHING ON. 















KARIN NANASE MADE 
HER UP, OF COURSE. 




















ay Be P = = - — ar a El 


ae ALL THROUGH FEBRUARY, 
EVERYBODY WAS STILL 
BUZZING ABOUT KARIN 
NANASE’S DEATH. 









BUT IF THAT’S WHY STEEL [ 
LADY NANASE EXISTS, | 
DION’T SHE SHOW UP A 
LITTLE LATE? 





























SO EVERYBODY'D 
ALREADY FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT KARIN NANASE. 







WHEN DID THE RUMORS 

ABOUT NANASE’S GHOST 
BUT AFTER THAT, PEOPLE FIRST START? 
PRETTY MUCH STOPPED Be ae Ee 


TALKING ABOUT HER. oe 




































HER STARTING ALL THIS GHOST 
BUSINESS WOULD JUST BE 
ASKING FOR TROUBLE. 








THERE'S NO WAY KARIN 
NANASE STARTED THE 
STEEL LADY NANASE 


R GRAVURE PICS 
RUMORS. HER GRAVURE PIC 


WOULD START GOING 
AROUND AGAIN. 

















THIS WIKI WAS SET UP 
ABOUT MIDWAY THROUGH 


= PEOPLE WOULD BE JULY. 


MORE LIKELY TO FIGURE 
OUT SHE'S ALIVE. 


































































































































THE, SITE'S 

VIEWERS ARE 
ACTIVELY 
i : TRYING TO 
SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY. 
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WAIT A SECOND. WHAT 
IF WE LOOK AT IT THIS 


THAT'S POSSIBLE. 

PLASTIC SURGERY TAKES TIME 
AND MONEY, AND IT CAN ONLY 
DO SO MUCH. 


I GET IT. $0 KARIN 
NANASE WOULD HAVE 
MOVED AWAY FROM 
THERE. 


BUT IF SHE GOT WORRIED 
THAT THE SAME THING COULD 
HAPPEN AGAIN... 





KARIN NANASE WAS LIVING IN PEACE 
UNTIL ABOUT MAY, BUT THEN THE PEOPLE 
AROUND HER STARTED UP SOME RUMORS, 
LIKE, “HEY, SHE LOOKS LIKE THAT IDOL.” 


| I BET HER FIGURE AND 
| PERSONALITY ATTRACT 
ATTENTION ANYWAY, SO IF SHE 
RAN INTO SOMEBODY WHO 
‘|| KNOWS A LOT ABOUT POP STARS, 
|| THEY MIGHT START A RUMOR. 








SHE INVENTED THE STEEL 
LADY NANASE HOAX! 





THEN, TO KILL KARIN 
NANASE OFF COMPLETELY, 

























































































































































































































































































































































































THEY 
INVOLVED 
DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE AND 
DIFFERENT 
DETAILS... 














































































































































































1 BUT ALL 
OF THESE 
ELEMENTS 
WERE 
SPRINKLED 
THROUGH- 
OUT HER 
FIRST THREE 
SOLUTIONS. 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































f THEY'RE @ 

E PRESENTING @ 

THEIR OWN - 
= SOLUTIONS. - 





















































AND SHE DIDN'T WANT ANYONE TO a On 
THINK IT WAS AN ASTRAL BODY. ~— NANASE AND WENT AROUND 
THAT’S WHY SHE MADE UP THE | , =| ATTACKING PEOPLE? 
CHARACTER OF STEEL LADY NANASE, , 

WITH THE STEEL BEAM AND THE 

SMASHED FACE. 


AND GAVE HER A 
NAME THAT REALLY 
PACKS A PUNCH. 


YEAH, AT LEAST TWO OR 
THREE TIMES. AND TO MAKE 
THE RUMORS SPREAD FASTER, 
SHE USED THE I-BEAM AND 

| THE RIBBON. 


AND SHOOK HER 
BOOBS. 













THEY JUST 









HAVE TO PICK THIS LOGIC 
AS UP THE PIECES 9 9 1S THE FOR WHY 
~ FROM THOSE SAME SHE NEEDED 
SOLUTIONS AS IN STEEL LADY 
AND PUT THEM A SOLU- NANASE... 
INPLACE, AND [LL TION 
« THEY CAN FIND THREE. 






AIN ANSWER. 








THAT 
WAS THE 


SHE GAVE 
MULTIPLE 
SOLUTIONS. 
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THE SITE'S GY 
VIEWERS ARE Z@& 


ALL EXERCISING 
THEIR 
CREATIVITY 
AROUND THE 
IDEA THAT 
THERE IS NO 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 
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we HAVENT 

LAUNCHED 
MY FINAL 
ATTACK. 
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YOU TAKE 
HOLD 
OF THE 
FUTURE 
YOU'RE 
AFTER. 


BECAUSE 
THERE 1S AN 
ORDER TO 
THIS WORLD, 
AIND IT MUST 


ae NOT BE 
A UPON—NOT 
"LGB ta, Bee 


el trctrgeggen 































































































“SO THAT THE 
WORLD WOULD 
LET HER DIE, 
KARIN NANASE 
INVENTED STEEL 
LADY NANASE. 


SHE WANTED 
THE GHOST TO 
BE THE FIRST 
THING PEOPLE . 
MHEY TH 5 IGH : 4 STHAT’S 
THEY THOUGHT; 2 
PLOTTED IT 
ALL BECAUSE 
SOMEONE 
POINTED OUT 
THAT SHE LOOKED 
LIKE KARIN 
NANASE.” 





YSHE 
TOOK BOLD 
SHE COULD MEASURES TO 


MAKE SURE 
d= arte THAT WHEN Pi, 
POSSIBIL- SOMEONE Lie, vi 


Mee THE RESEM- a 


THEY WOULD 
DISCOVER THE 
BODY SWITCH AND 
THE TRICK BEHIND 
THE FACELESS 
CORPSE.” 





ss 
aN. 
HEY, 


SKARIN 
NANASE 
APPEARED 
) NIGHT AETER 
Y Wi). NIGHT IN 
: | MAKURA- 
“SHE : nbd 
WOULD HAVE \ s555.¢ ||“ NAS A 
DONE A Of: a | THE PART 
CONVINCING | = OF STEEL 
JOB—SHE La) Of i Vee > LaDy 
WAS PLAYING | "| NANASE.” 
HER OWN 7 
GHOST.” 


‘AND, TO 
CONVINCE 
PEOPLE OF 
THE ‘TRUTH’ 

OF HER 
GHOST 


STORY, RUMORS 
THE NAME SPREAD, 


; STARTED 
THE TALE TRENDING 


MORE | : ON THE 
EFFICIENT- , |) HINTERNET: 
L a 4” 


Wid KARIN 
NANASE 
DID ONE 
MORE 
THING.” 





een Te 


CREATED 
THIS 
WIKI. 












“KARIN 
NANASE.” 
















‘I KNOW 
THAT YOU 
STARTED 
THIS 
SITE...” 








BY! KARIN NANASE [5 
iH IS ALIVE?! : 












YOU ARE 
READING 
MY POSTS 
AS WE 
SPEAK.” 











‘FROM 
THE VERY 
BEGIN- 
NIN Gu - 


we, 


= OOS 


tate 
Bees 


Ss 





‘IT WAS ALL al . 
TOO EASY A ae A 
FOR THE SITE 3 
TO COLLECT SPREADING 
AND AMPLI- 


THE INFORMR- EYING THE 


TION. ye RUMORS OF 
STEEL LADY 

NANASE AT AN 
ABNORMAL 


RATE.” 


‘BECAUSE 
THE 
3 , / ® PERSON 
‘1S THE RUNNING 
CRIMINAL  \ . 
WHO CREATED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE, AND 
THEREFORE 
HAD ALL THE 
FACTS.” 








You tried to reject every — a 


- gingle solution z. presented. 


‘THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
§ SO STLUB- 
BORNLY 
REBUT- 
TED MY 
CLAIMS.” 


EVERYTHING 
ABOUT 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE AND TIONED. 
ALL FOUR 
OF HER 
SOLUTIONS... 


SITE AND 
RUNS IT... 





‘EVERY 
ONE OF MY 
SOLUTIONS WAS 
DESIGNED TO 
ERASE STEEL 


BuT you LADY NANASE. 


COULDN'T 
HAVE PEOPLE 
CONCLUDING 

THAT THE GHOST 
WAS A FAKE—IT 
WOULD DESTROY 


EVERYTHING YOU 4 


WORKED FOR.” 
| Gi 
ti 


‘YOU EVEN 
TRIED TO 
CENSOR MY 
POSTS.” 


CAO ASEEESSSE: : ae 


‘AND YOU CAN’T 
HAVE THE GHOST 
PASS ON TO THE 
NEXT LIFE, EITHER. 
NOT IF YOU WANT 
TO KEEP THE 
RUMORS GOING.” 
























































HOW 
CAN 
you 
SAY 

} THAT?/ 
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DID YOU MAKE THIS SITE O! GLA 
— ffi / ‘ TO SPREAD THE STEEL 
) LADY NANASE RUMORS?! 





KARIN-CHAN! 
CAN YOU READ MY 
POSTS, TOO? 


IF IT IS KARIN 
NANASE, IT’S 


, POSSIBLE. 
I WAS JUST HERE LOOKING 
UP URBAN LEGENDS, AND NOW LOOK 
WHAT I’M IN THE MIDDLE OF... 


































” TO ANYONE — 


WHO BELIEVES IN THIS 
THIS LIE, ASSEMBLY, 

THE VERY SITE THE TRUTH IS 
THEYRE IRRELEVANT. 


LOOKING AT. 

















‘NOW 
ALLOW ME 
TO EXPLAIN 
WHY AND 
HOW YOU 
KILLED 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA.” 


THE PROBLEM OF TH 
SLAIN DETECTIVE, EH? 







{ 









IS KARIN NANASE GONNA 
BE ARRESTED?! 


I DON’T WANT TO BELIEVE 
SHE'S A MURDERER. 














IS SHE RE 
ALIVE? 


oo AN 









WHAT’S GOING TO 
HAPPEN? 





‘YOU WERE IN 
MAKURAZAKA 
CITY LAST 


NIGHT.” 
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2 Aaa es 
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SOUR 
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THIS PLACE 
IS PRETTY 
DESERTED. 


TAKE A 
BREAK HERE, 
THEN TURN 
1 AROUND AND 
GO BACK | 

TO TOWN, 




















THAT'S 
WHEN YOU 
RAN INTO 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA— 
THE MAN 
WHO WAS 
LOOKING 
FOR STEEL 

LADY 

NANASE. _ 






































YOUR BUST : 
REMINDED HIM / NOT WITH 


OF STEEL LADY iTHOSE 

NANASE, AND HIS _—— J --OVER=SIZED 

INTUITION WENT sg 7 BREASTS. 
TO WORK/ ee 1 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TERADA-SAN 
TOLD ME HE 
WASNT INTO 
LARGE 
BREASTS. 


yt ri 




























if 


fp oe 
| Teg Thiteal, 





= fon WE'VE HAD A 
LOT OF REPORTS 
LATELY, ABOUT A 
MANIAC WANDER- 
ING AROUND 
MAKURAZAKA, 


























I HOPE 
YOU DON’T 
, MIND 
EVERYONE'S ANSWERING 
HEARD THE | SOME 
RUMORS. \ QUESTIONS. 
nd 


a eur 





: > (WAY TO THE 
Wee | park 
\ STORE TO 
BUY SOME 
THINGS. 


Nr ME 
ert, 





cont AT 























IVE 
SEEN HER 
ONCE... 





SEVERAL 
TIMES 
BEFORE. 












FACE, IT'S 
THE SAME, 


Wil 
yi 
if 


wf 
a a 
Mi J 


ARE YOU 
KARIN 
NANASE?P 





ay 


Pm 
NM 
my 


ey 





NANASE WAS 
HIS PANIC =< SUPPOSED 
RENDERED Se] 10 BE DEAD, 
THE BIG, "ae 
STRONG : BUT HERE 
DETECTIVE | HE WAS I 
aes HIM, 


aS 
ay: 
SQ 


ww, 
V7 
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IF PEOPLE 
CONNECTED THE 
MURDER TO THE 

GHOST, THE RUMORS 

WOULD GO HAND IN WS a 
HAND, ALL WORK- gay” . 
ING TOWARD YOUR Yo. 
ULTIMATE GOAL. 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 
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EVEN THAT 
CAN BE 
SWITCHED 
FOR 
ANOTHER 


“WHAT IF 


THE FAMILY 
STILL HAD 
KARIN 
NANASE’S 
UMBILICAL 
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THEN?” 





Astral body, page 47 


Karin Nanase’s 
umbilical cord, page 23 
When a baby is born in 
Japan, it is customary 

to keep part of his or 

her umbilical cord asa 
memento. As the thing that 
used to literally connect the 
child to his or her mother, 

it now symbolizes the bond 
between them. If Karin 
Nanase’s parents followed 
this custom and were 
keeping the umbilical cord 
somewhere, it could be used 
for DNA testing, assuming it 
hadn't been switched. 


YEAH! 


Japanese term used here is tkiry6, which roughly 
translates to “spirit of the living.” In Japanese 
folklore, there is a belief that if a living person feels 
strongly enough about something or someone, 
uSually in a negative way, their spirit will leave their 
body to do something about those feelings—for 
example, curse a love rival, or seek revenge against 
the one who brought about her untimely demise. 


AN ASTRAL BODY! 






























































IT’S POSSIBLE 
HATSUMI THOUGHT 
OF THAT, TOO! 





















































Nanase Family Tomb, page 49 

In Japan, the bodies of the deceased are usually 

ae-¥] cremated, and their ashes are places in urns. For this 
B34 reason, it is not uncommon for a family to share a 

Pe tombstone, with a chamber underneath for housing the 
urns. 






















































































































































































































Kojiki, page 226 

The Kojiki, or “Records of Ancient Matters,’ is the 
oldest written record of Japan. It contains many 
stories from Japanese mythology, including the 
creation myth, and the story of lwanaga-hime. 
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Scattered like the flowers on the trees, page 229 

The significance of this metaphor is that the name of the princess that was 
accepted as a wife, Konohana-no-Sakuya-bime, means roughly “princess 
blossoming brilliantly like the flowers on the trees.” Although she was very 
beautiful, her life was as fleeting as the flowers, that bloom for a season and 
are scattered by the wind. Oyamatsumi's hope in giving both sisters to Ninigi- 
no-Mikoto is that his posterity would be both as beautiful as the flowers and 
as long-lived as the rocks. It may also be worth noting that while Kotoko shares 
her name with Ilwanaga-hime, Saki and Rikka both have names more closely 
related to flowers. Rikka’s name is even more fleeting, as it can mean “six 
flowers” or “snowflake.” 
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“An emotional and 
artistic tour de force! We 
see incredible triumph, 
and crushing defeat... 
each panel [is] a thrill!” 
—Anitay 





“A journey 
that's instantly 
compelling.” 
—Anime News 
Network 







Feckless high school student Tatara Fujita wants to be good at 
something—anything. Unfortunately, he’s about as average as a slouchy 
teen can be. The local bullies know this, and make it a habit to hit him up 
for cash, but all that changes when the debonair Kaname Sengoku sends 
them packing. Sengoku’s not the neighborhood watch, though. He's a 


professional ballroom dancer. And once Tatara Fujita gets 
pulled into the world of ballroom, his life will never be the 
same. 


© Tomo Takeuchi/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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By Kazuhiro Fuyita 
Deep in Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to the greatest 
mysteries of British history. In this “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused together—the key to a wartime encounter between Florence 
Nightingale, the mother of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. ‘This 
story 1s unknown to most scholars of history, but a special guest of the museum will 
tell the tale of The Ghost and the Lady... 


Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tora 
“A charming revival that combines a classic look with modern depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 
“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Tora captures the essence of '90s anime.” — IGN 
© Kazuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


“HAPPINESS” 


By Shuzo Oshimi 


From the creator of The Flowers of Evil 

Nothing interesting is happening in Makoto Ozaki's first year of high 
school. Hls life is a series of quiet humiliations: low-grade bullies, 
unreliable friends, and the constant frustration of his adolescent lust. But 
one night, a pale, thin girl knocks him to the ground in an alley and offers 
him a choice. 

Now everything is different. Daylight is searingly bright. Food tastes 
awful. And worse than anything is the terrible, consuming thirst... 





Praise for Shuzo Oshimi’s The Flowers of Evil 


“A shockingly readable story that vividly—one might even say queasily—evokes the fear 
and confusion of discovering one’s own Sexuality, Recommended.” —The Manga Critic 


“A page-turning tale of sordid middle school blackmail. : Oke USA Magazine 


“A stunning new horror manga.” —Third Eye Comics. 





In/Spectre 6 
KODANSHA COMICS Digital Edition 


In/Spectre volume 6 copyright © 2017 Kyo Shirodaira/Chashiba Katase 
English translation copyright © 2017 Kyo Shirodaira/Chashiba Katase 


All rights reserved. 


First published in Japan in 2017 by Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 
Electronic Publishing rights for this English edition arranged through 
Kodansha Ltd., Tokyo. 


No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without written permission from the copyright holders. 


English digital edition published by Kodansha Advanced Media, LLC, 
San Francisco. 


www.kodanshacomics.com 


ISBN: 9781682338780 
Digital Edition: 1.0.0 


Translation: Alethea Nibley & Athena Nibley 
Lettering: Lys Blakeslee 

Editing: Ajani Oloye 

Kodansha Comics edition cover design: Phil Balsman 
Ripping: danke-Empire 
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Karin Nanase, you are the killer. 
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AND IF 
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POSSIBLE. 














EVEN 


ONE 
COULD 
CREATE 
AH GOD. 








THAT’S 


































































































































































































os 


Zs 


YOu 
DIDN’T 
ANSWER 
MY 
QUES- 


SHE WANT TION. 
TO MAKE 
A GOoDP 


meee 
fp 


Be 





SSCS 
Lesa / 


SESS 
ON SON, 


= 


otototatatatataetenges 





I SUSPECT 
YOU’/VE 
EXPENDED 
FAR TOO MUCH 
ENERGY, DYING 
AND COMING 
BACK TO LIFE 
SO MANY 



















YOU 
MUST TAKE 
NOURISH- 
MENT IM- 
MEDIATELY. 


Wy ; f FESS 
Up 
pe 


Wis 








YOU’RE 
THE ONE 
WHO NEEDS 
NOURISH- 
MENT. 









AFTER 


























a CREATING 
. ALL THOSE 
ae IKNOW OSS 
ow BILITIES, 
aN ——s HOW MUCH 
We \ ALL THOSE 
We \ ENERGY = ELITURES 
NA IT WOULD , 
He \ HAVE TAKEN ‘ 
THEM IN MY 














™/ TWILL 
MAKE sAki- EAT 
SAN FEEL 
BETTER TO 
SEE YOU RE- 
PLENISH YOUR 
ENERGY LIKE 
A NORMAL 
HUMAN 


















I ONLY ASK 


















I’M BEGGING gl ee 
YOU, DON’T 
MAKE THOSE TO PARTAKE 
VULGAR JOKES OF YOUR 
BANANA 


HOM LATER. 











































































































INFERNAL 
STEEL 
LADY HAS 
VANISHED. 


HOORAY! 
HOORAY! 








aL 
ay — 
Z Ayo 













































































“= “— 


o 


Ni — 2 


cS = 
i av 

















MIKE SHE'S ; 
| : be. ig 
GOING TO NY ; 
PASS OUT. 


SAKI-SAN ) Zz 
/ 


















































LAST NIGHT 
WAS REALLY 
THE WORST. 









































| THENA _ ... BEATS 
KURO- 
KUN TO A 





MONS. BLOODY fbabarw ous 






























































I JUST 

DIDN’T 

SLEEP 
MUCH LAST 





















LET THOSE 

INTERNET 
| RUMORS 
YOU. 








THE GUYS 
ON THE . 3 | 
INVESTIGA- N | ; Hee 
TION AREN’T f . 
TAKING THEM 
SERIOUSLY. 


i 


27 ALTHOUGH 
/ PEOPLE 
AIRE TALKING 
ABOUT IT 
IN THE 
PRECINCT. 


























IF I 
HAD DONE 
SOMETHING 

SAN 
SOONER, 


zs 
tee 


TO STOP 
RIKKA- 


riatel 


INTERNET 
RUMORS... 
SIRP 





A 
Lay Ly 
— aN 
< OR SSS 
Sar =e5o 
Sw EouRr 
Ly Civog 
= Aan 

= 


= 
Tr 
Ta) 
= 
=x 





ee 


-SAN, 


Soren 
eee 


I'M SORRY, 
SAKI 


Per EEeEEaaP 
nena 


Poh 0 weer nen MEE 





me BUT 


coup NEITHER OF 


HAVE 
PREDICTED 
THIS WOULD 
HAPPEN, 


ALL I CAN 
SAY 16. IT IS 
WHAT IT I6. 


| YOUR 
mlSN’T SO POWER 
STRONG THAT : OVER THE 
IT CAN SAVE FUTURE... 
EVERYTHING. 


SEPTEMBER 5, 
SUNDAY 


HARDLY 
=| ANYONE 
AS IF THEY =) BROUGHT 
ACTUALLY =| UP STEEL 
} BELIEVED IN ott a LADY 
THE SPECTRE © . | NANASE... 
ANYMORE. een 



























































RESULTS: ABOUT 880,000 Qua; 





STEEL LADY_NANASE WIKI a OF aaa ch 
i FCN jap INTEREST 
Weed ek ecanheca hhega ith er WHETHER TURNED TO 
OR NOT SOLVING 





STEEL LADY NANASE - KIKIPEDIA ee 

SRBEEN SEAL SSCA UNEEAURE EATER NRUEA © . A KARIN STEEL LADY NANASE WIk| THE 
SESS TERT AUAS EAU AS CARB CCR ARCA Re NANASE _ RIDDLE... 
ee te et rr mene Q Oa es SUR V/ VED. 
STEEL LADY NANASE: THE URBAN: LEGEND. 


BRE De ee ers al 
Pig o gia i ee i te Cane tare ig pee eS 







rd a big uneneeh tabi e epacutbiniar rine tout ak ; 


we o4 
sce ty 
ew 






De pi 
tae 


AFTER HER 
DEFEAT, 
RIKKA-SAN 
DELETED 
THE WIKI. 


' ce 

| ten ) 
nh 
qu 
1 
Y 


wT 
| mn 


Pree de PRR RE CAREC RR 





THOSE WHO 
WITNESSED 
THE SERIES OF 
EVENTS STARTED 

THE FICTITIOUS TALKING 
TALE THAT KARIN ABOUT A 
NANASE HAD LIVED DIFFERENT 
AIND THE BODY ~~ URBAN LEGEND— 
BELONGED TO 
SOMEONE ELSE. 





bad PTR ROC ee CR Re Ce he 






STEEL LADY NANASE WIKI WIKI 














ce PS | 






(aot ie ee 


fe sree Oy NANASE INeiveNT 
><: ExPLORUTION ne 


aereey Lert r CePer he ers Lt)? aes 
Ue Rae Dh aE See yt Wain Gee Cates Oe at Sead 















I THINK 
MOST PEOPLE 











ALTHOUGH 






















WOME ese EVERYONE IT WAS SO 
ACCEPTED MELODRAMATIC eet 
SOMETHING THE STORY, A. # 
THAT | IT REMAINS THAT NO ONE | MALE 
HAPPENED ! G SEPARATE “ WHS EHGER Soe ye 
ON Oe IN | REALITY ‘/tA4{, TOVOICETHE fee | 
ee FROM OUR fEvHt) THEORY INTHE Bi BLY 
MORE THAN Me _ | REAL WORLD, 
Al STORY. SOT 
























































































THE DRAMA 
Hae = 
RESOLVED 
WITHIN THE AND IN ian 
CONFINES THAT CHASE, FT 
OF THE I DOUBT 
INTERNET. ANYONE 
LOOKING WILL TRY | 
FORA CONTACTING 
SEQUEL IN ANYONE 
REALITY... INVOLVED WITH 
KARIN NANASE 


y 











IN REAL LIFE. ay 





































































































THEY ALL |e" 
DENY THE 









CONTINUE 
































| EXISTENCE |—~_ |” TO BE 
OF STEEL TOLD IN 
LADY SECRET. 
NANASE. 


























= 
1 \\ 





AND SHE 
PROBABLY 


















re PLANNED IT 
DEFINITELY THAT WAY. 
DO NOT 
WANT TO 
GET ON HER 






BAD SIDE. 





PLANNING 


. THAT TO LOOK 


INTO THE 

oe iey POSSIBIL- 
TO SOMEONE [T% 
ELSE, AND TO 
INVESTIGATE 

WHO CRE- 

ATED THAT 

WEBSITE. 























































yw THAT BUT 
KARIN THEY'LL 
NAINAISE nee hee 
DID DIE IN ; 
JANUARY IT WON'T || THAT THE 
BODY was 
SOMEONE 


ELSE. 
INTERNET 





WE'LL NEVER 
KNOW ABOUT 
KARIN NANASE, 
OR WHAT 
HAPPENED 
BETWEEN 
HER AND HER 
FAMILY. 









Ages 


a 
AO. 











TERADA- 
SANS 
MURDERER 
HAS BEEN 
ERASED 
FROM 
EXISTENCE. 


3 CH CARTIATOIEOEATG 
OSE DoS RagNS SECA ROE 


















































197 




































































| WHERE’S 
IWANAGA- 





pila 


AM vay 
Na 


{ 


Niet) 


i 


tli 








| 


WORKED 

HER BRAIN 

I’MNOT HARD ALL 
Sur- DAY YES- 
PRISED. TERDAY. 





















fd. . 


7 
il A a 


y == | 4 BE ALITTLE 

| . | MORE CON- 
CERNED, 
THOUGH. 









































- 


¢ £e' COs 
ae Thr. SY WY 
FAS 


| phaseetean [0 
eh if 


| | 


ft | 


a 


~ P| LA 
ry 14 
= a Lt 
Lo 

‘ 
ot 
c tl 
2 Lh 


ot | 





IWANAGA- 


SAN 
WOULDN'T 
GIVE ME A 
STRAIGHT 

ANSWER. 






























WELL... 






I’VE 
RESIGNED 
MYSELF 
TO MY 
CONDI- 
TION, 
AND MY 
POWER. 




































































































































FOR NOW, 

I SEEM TO ae 
BE GROWING Be. 

AND AGING 
LIKE A NORMAL 
PERSON. 












































































































































































































I MAY NOT 


BUT I’M BE ABLE TO 
HOPEFUL DIE IN AN 


THAT WHEN ACCIDENT /% Y 
I LIVE OUT OR FROM 
RANORMAL AN INJURY, 
HUMAN 
LIFESPAN, 
MAYBE I’LL 
ACTUALLY 
DIE AFTER 
ALL. 











































3 DS I CAN’T 
USE MY 

POWER zi 

| OVER THE "J 

FUTURE vf 

UNLESS «EEL 
AND MOST I DIE ile | 
EVERYDAY —— ANYWAY. 
SITUATIONS 
DON’T TURN 
INTO A LIFE- Be 
OR-DEATH : “s A 
SORT OF | 
DEAL. 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Wy 
a 
eat 
NORMAL... 
NORMEL. 
: BUT : S 
\—H RIKKA-SAN 
Su DOESN’T 2 es 
‘ A FEELTHAT [& Ze 
| = WAY. ZZ 
Lille 
SHE 6 
ACTIVELY 
USING HER 
POWER... 


ATTEMPT TO 
GO BACK 
TO BEING 

Al NORMAL 

HUMAN. 











q 





LK [5m 











USES HER 
POWER TO 
SEARCH 
OUT ALL THE 
POSSIBILI- 
TIES, 


Sia tae 


Ww No 
OUOOKD 
—~>S>3725 
Susyorw 
OwO sa 

+(jHOTw 
TH ras 


EXISTS AS 
A NORMAL 
HUMAN 
BEING? 


MIRACLE. 


es - 
WW Le 


enn Be 























SHE WAS 
TRYING TO 
FIND OUT 
IF MEDICAL 

SCIENCE 
COULD MAKE 
HER NORMAL 

AGAIN. 


AS A 
RESULT, 


SHE REALIZED 
IT WOULD 
NEVER BE 
POSSIBLE, 

SHE COULD 
NEVER GET THE 
FUTURE SHE 

WANTS USING 

COMMON- 
SENSE 
METHODS. 
SO SHE GAVE 















































"tl ‘ul | WY , Vii 


AND THEN 


é ae Net Ling 
ATION. 


i fp ~ 6 
Bs 
LYS <P 


hh, 
Z 


aT Se Mir 
=~ 4 
Sn SSO fb 



























IS THAT 
WHAT SHE 
WANTS? 

















RIKKA-SAN 
WILL STOP 
AT NOTHING 
TO GET WHAT 
SHE WANTS. 

















SHE WANTS 
TO BE NORMAL, 
SO SHE’S 
DOING THE 
MOST ABNOR- 
MAL THING 
POSSIBLE. 


I CAN’T 
SHAKE THE 





we THAT 









IN HER 

SHE was HEART, 
ALWAYS A 
MONSTER... 





we EVEN 
BEFORE 
SHE ATE 

THE YSKAI 

MEAT. 












I DON’T 
KNOW 
WHAT SHE’S 
THINKING. 



























I CAN'T 
SHAKE 
THAT, 


EITHER. YOU LOVE 


RIKKA-SAN, 
DON’T YOUP 














IT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER ARE YOU 
IF IT’S GOING TO 

CREATING RIKKA-SAN 
UNNATURAL p'specrRe. || 'WANAGA IS PLANNING U2O NOWP 
MONSTERS —|T DOESN’T WON'T TO CREATE fi 
FOR YOUR = = MATTER ALLOW IT. ANOTHER gas 














OWN PERSONAL 
GAIN IS AGAINST 
THE NATURAL 
ORDER. 


MONSTER, A 
ISN'T SHEP Oj 















































































































































SHE GAVE 
UP HER 
RIGHT EYE 
LEG TO 
PROTECT. 


FIND LEFT 


700 








AND 
YOU'RE 
RIGHT | 
THERE TO ee 
BACK 
HER UP: 










































































W|I 


















































































































































cuit 
F 

































EVEN es | EVEN IF Lw 
IF SHE / “a | { THAT’SNOT |) Vo 
f WAL Cl) NS 
THE TYPE VI KEEPMY /[\W\. 4 BER 3 to Chk pa: 
TO REALLY @ \ NUMBER. < Ye = SRS 
LET THAT [U-{i/y = 
Z—!| BOTHER HUNCH 
HER. / 
) ul! 
DID YOU 
DELETE MY 
NUMBER 
FROM YOUR 
—\  PHONEP 
7 SHE’D =| 
/ NEVER STOP ¢- ? a 
BUGGING [& 4 BeSjIP <— 





ME IF I 
DIDN'T. 











YOU 
/) KNOW WE 
\ | COULD 
SAKI- : NEVER 
SAN. | cs 2 MAKE IT 
—< 4 WORK. 











“ps i 
































































I DON’T 
MIND 
SITTING 
BUT ACROSS 
I STILL THE TABLE 

HAVER FROM 
HARD YOU. 
TIME WITH 


















TOUCHING 
ME. 


EVEN AFTER 

ALL THIS TIME, SS o 
1 I REALLY JUST 

\ CAN’T DOIT. 
























PreEg 























































































































OR . a NN 
MAYBE | SHE'S 
SHE'S... aie a 
A A LITT 
Coee OBLIVIOUS 
NUMB TO DANGER. 
TO FEAR 
THAN I 
AM. 
; — ‘ il 
i) i 























































SHE'S 
aa GOTTEN 
ee ae HURT TRYING 
tes TO MEDIATE 


BETWEEN 
MONSTERSG... 






































































































































































































































































































































Da al if 
uh A 
NTA A\ 
4 =, a y Owe 
t Bee ‘ any: 
aoa . an 
: ‘ x 
q t ‘ 
= iN f \ -— ti 
= i AN = 
it i tt i Ad 
q TS ae q 
t HES La Aa 
rt Vm 
1 aT = 
= — ” 
B3500 ze q Fi 
SOOoS = = : 7 
ee Fa i 
i 
{ 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE TRUTH IS, B® 
I DIDN’T WANT = 

: TO GET HER 

7 | 4Z5\ INVOLVED WITH 
——— me THIS RIKKA- 
i LES = SAN INCIDENT. 
















































































































































































































































































































































































I MEANT a a 
= TO DO sans $ DD. ORO = NERA aes 
SOMETHING |a& = 
ABOUT IT 
BEFORE SHE 
FOUND OUT. 



























BUT AFTER 
LAST 
NIGHT, 
RIKKA- 


SAN 
we THAT 
THE KNOWS.. 
BIGGEST 


OBSTACLE IN 
HER PATH... 
















































































we SHE MIGHT 
GO AFTER 
HER NEXT. 


MEANS... 





CAPABLE 
OF 


IWANAGA- 
SAN IS IN 
HER WAY... 















































YOU HAD 
TALKED 
TOHER |f 

' WITHOUT 










































































SHE ABOUT 
IT, 
TRIED TO “snr 






























































































































































: L— fF SSG aia 
a ee eae 
PL TSS 
rd, 
if SST 4 
TT. = 
_——————¥ = 
——— or oe 
_—————————— FT 
_—— SS 
{+ ij 
—S 
{_——__>-f fi 
[fF ff 
7 


ak 
WON’T LET 
IWANAGA 
DIE. 








212 











BECAUSE 
SHE 
DESERVES 

T 


O BE 
HAPPY. 






eae 


——— 





TO BOTHER 
TAKING IT 


Ik you vaise the 
seat to the [highest 
level, you should be 

able to vide it. 


THAT’S \ 
NOT 
EVEN A 
CONSO- 
LATION. 


we TO TELL 
THE CITY’S 
MONSTERS 
NOT TO LET 

YOU SEE 
























































wi 


SR 


‘| I STILL 











o 


THERE’S 
SOMEONE 
OUT THERE 
KEEPING 
ORDER 





THE WORLD 
T END UP 

A MIXED-UF, 
CRAZY MESS 

AFTER ALL. 


WON’ 


b 
E 

















rae oa ee 


ee: 







































































































































































AU / eee J SLEEPING 
nueiug” | FOR A DAY 
| \ | \ ; a 3 < ae aes Z 
hh Kea? ili 7, 


\ MING 2 cave NW 


fi ~ 

























































































wt 























W 

D 

= 
K 


| cE 
[_ 
{ 
————S 
a 
———s 
ss 
_ 
_—— 


IF YOU’RE 
TIRED, WE 
CAN STAY 
ANOTHER... 


iy OMe 

























































































JUST TAKE 
YOUR TIME 
IN THERE. 























pe 
“a ¥ ‘ 
ys 


















ly” 

i a 
We AS 

uF 


aN SFA ¥ 
Senay 57 ay, Ses ( 
§ a SUSIE AAS OOS 
~~  ee = 
A | 
! Y 
i y 
Etioay my NX 
P b 
Fi ay 
N \ \ 2 
yy \ WKS 
\ \\ 
\ \ y - i 
f \\ Wy 
SS 
Wh ™ 





| 
\ 
\ | 
S 


teal Ww D 


\ 
\N 














oe 


Vp 


“Mi 





aL BUT 
"1 YOU MET 
°\ WITH KER, 
DIDN'T 
you?! 





LL 






(eat 
ee 


ft! 









we MESON A EE“ _ EE OD J sO 


I FIGURED 
I’D BETTER 
GET THAT TAKEN 
CARE OF AND I 

HAD NOTHING 
ELSE TO DO. 













































BE- 
le 
you OF THE 
SAID you BIKE. 
WERE 
GONNA 
LET HER 
HAVE IT. 


\ a ae 
) . 7: 
J 


j wey 
( A 



















én 
} 





















WE TRADED 
PHONE 
NUMBERS ON 
THE DRIVE 
HOME LAST 
NIGHT. 


You slept the 
whole WAN 


‘ Pe Sy 


I ALREADY 
DELETED HER 
NUMBER. I 
WON’T BE 
SEEING HER 
AGAIN. 


THAT’S 
NOT THE 
PROBLEM— 


¥ YOU REALLY 
NEED TO 
MAKE SURE 
TO DRY OFF 
MS}, YOU COULD 
| CAT D. 
: I, CATCH COL 


aul 









































222 


AZZ 
Ge G 
fy 


ij 


ARE YOU 
STILL 


ome 


Yt, 
3 a 


| 
DOESN'T 
MATTER 

HOW TIRED 


E 
START _ THAN HALF 


We BUILDING A DAY. 
fea My PHYSI- 


CAL AND 


. pm 0 MENTAL 
AT} STAMINA. 





I’M 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
WHAT 
I DID 
WRONG. 





















STATION’S 
NOT FAR. 
LET’S (| 
WALK. 
















VQ oN 
A 





























ARE YOU 



























GOING TO 
MAKE ME 
SIT WITH 
YOU WHI 
EVEN I YOU NAP ON 
CAN'T NAP 
A BENCH 
AFTER 28 BeaINE 2 
HOURS OF ° 
SLEEP. 

































































YOU DON’T 
SUPPOSE 
RIKKA-SAN 
WILL MAKE 
HER NEXT 
MOVE SOON, 
DO YOUP 





CALL ON THE 
NATION’S 
YSKAI AND 
MONSTERS TO 
INFORM ME IF 
THEY FIND ANY 
CLUES. 





WANT TO HAVE 
TO RESORT 
TO THOSE 
ANNOYING 


SO IT WOULD 
BE BEST TO 

MEET WITH HER 
INPERSON _ [¢ 

AND CONVINCE |} 























WYP 


= 4 


A VT 


KUEBIKO, 
THEN 
YOU KNOW 
ABOUT 
IWANAGRP- 
HIME, TOO, 
RIGHT? 


SS 


IT/S 
HOMO- 
PHONOUS 
WITH MY 
SURNAME. 


1 AND HER 


YOUNGER 
SISTER a IWAIN- 


KONO- | |. \ ae AGA- 

WERE BOTH HANA- |) f 2 | HIME... 
GIVEN IN NO- ‘\ nN  \ Lob ey 
MARRIAGE SAKUYA- 

TO NINIGI-  BIME 
NO-MIKOTO, 

DESCEN- 

DANT OF 

THE HIGH 

GOD. 


BUT 


 ONTY’ NINIGI- 


10 AND SENT 

IWANAGA- 

HIME BACK 
TO HER 
FATHER. 
























I GAVE BOTH 
SISTERS TO YOU 
FOR A REASON! 

















i 
























AS THE K— 
IWA* IN = c= 
HER NAME =) 
SUGGESTED, =e 


|| 
f o™ 


FATHER: 
OYAMATSUMI 














CHANGING gp’. SHE WAS 


GIVEN 
MONTH 
AFTER LIFE AS 


MONTH, TS . ETERNAL 
és. AS THE 

YEAR | ee Ua WY BocKS 
AFTER gm Ci .¢ a 


YEAR. 















































se x i Mey SE: 
au 6 A: BUT ee: | 
: BECAUSE HE & 
we WERE ! REFUSED AE 
GRANTED TO TAKE Wel 
SCATTERED Or; NINISI- HER AS gl 
NO- —— 
LIKE THE MIKOTO PS ES, fl ye 
AND HIS — elle OS 
PROGENY... p= ee 
po ae I 
wR gi ho fie 
th % ty HW LM Hi a ! = ; 
ell Sl 1 —————— eee 




























THAT 
IS HOW 
HUMANS 
BECAME 
MORTAL. 













IMMORTAL. 
I DON’T 
BELONG... 


WITH 
KONOHANA- 
NO-SAKUYA- 

BIME. fr _— 






























I NEED 
IWANAGA- 
HIME. 






























aS 





YOU'RE SO 
VER 
ELowae ala 
YOU KNOW WHy || DON’T YOUP 
IWANAGA-HIME 

WAS SENT 


BACK HOME? 


NEN 
fis WN | 


Cy 


JUST 
| FORSE 
oe, Ve ee 


% DETAILS. 


WANAGE- 
HIME Was 

SE ECAIIGE: 
BECALISE 


AY | 


WRONG 
Z\ METAPHOR 
(i TO IMPRESS 
oe 
























We “a penne 
: voune SACK 
PRETTIER WHERE, 







RETTIER 
pie das 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ti 





oes ivf “ 


Allg dye 1 Ee. 
é cb Aaa as . ae ot es = aaa = 
ace i / = e . td fy AF 
| Me 4 Stes * Syttly 








(fy, > 
uy 






































































































































AN 
li i i iif 




















Ss 


= 








to ae tid sais, rv SY A \AV ~AS ‘ ae 
g i A 


Ny 
0 W 


Orbe. 


wt a Se 
y f (fp A a ry 
x a) pA  W 
728 ys / / Adee, up < 


7 


wv 
e 
ee OO 


SHOULDN’T 
JUDGE 
PEOPLE BY 
THEIR AP- 
PEARANCE. 


} 
ELL 7 VE 


ee 
: | : J) 
DON’T (/ we )| AMALGA- 


TALK LIKE y 
YOU'RE / aa MATION OF 


SUCH HOT wn ‘ uy 
STURN) IINNR AS Ze Zt 


Be 





Ht 








fa ; 
gig tae, 


ly 
Wg 
LL 


THINK YOU 
CAIN STILL 
GET AWAY 
FROM MEP 















































ole 


eee waste (WY 
sok oud. : s i ne *), 

Kanes - pS en oot 

: Neha oi ahs 














STERS.., 


IN THIS 
WORLD... 














SPIRITS | 


008 



























































ae uae oF 


aed 
wean amen een ee 


oo 


al 
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EXIST, 
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THERE |S 
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TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 7 
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IN/SPECTRE 


feelings were more complicated, as in, “This meets all the requirements 
of a mystery, but | can’t really see it as a mystery.” 


lt seems that l find that mystery-style of fun in stories where the 
characters find the logic in a situation, put everything in its proper 
place, and then uncover the truth or try to restore order. 


And as for this story, Kotoko lwanaga states definitively that she is 
the one who keeps order. The act of taking a situation that has been 
disrupted by the unreasonable or the bizarre, and putting it back in 
order, even by use of fiction, is a big part of what makes a story an 
authentic mystery...l think. 


The Steel Lady Nanase case has been solved, but the story continues. My 
time as the do-nothing original author has come to an end, alas. As l go 
on, | think, “This wouldn’t be happening if Katase-sensei would charge 
into the editorial department with a three-section staff demanding, ‘l 
can’t stand turning such a wordy story into pictures any longer!’,”” but if 
that had happened, | would probably be the first one to be hit with that 
three-section staff, so | think | will humbly continue work on this story 
| while changing some things here and there. 







So | hope you will read the next volume. 


Kyo Shirodaira 
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l am the author, Kyo Shirodaira, and this is volume six. It’s 
really thick compared to previous volumes. Don’t worry; 
you're not seeing things. 


After all this time, the Steel Lady Nanase case is resolved. 
Thank you all for reading, and thank you, Chashiba Katase- 
sensei, for your hard work. l mean, l’ve done nothing on 
any of this, so that’s all | can say. 


As the author of the original novel, | had big concerns 
before the manga started about whether or not this story, 
with its heaps of exposition, topped with piles of fictional 
explanations, would even work as a manga, but then, after 
the series started, my bigger concern was that l needed 
to prepare myself so that when | heard people say, “The 
manga is way better than the book,” | would be able to 
respond in a mature manner, so you never know how 
things will turn out. Although | suspect part of the problem 
is my own habit of doing something to stir up my anxiety 
no matter how things go. 


Now as for the story, the case is solved like in a real 
mystery story, but | think opinions are going to be divided 
about whether or not it really qualifies as a mystery. Part 
of it will be whether you define “mystery” in broad or 
narrow terms, and then it gets even more difficult when 
you try to measure it on the scale of “authentic mystery.” 
lt may also depend on what you as readers expect from 
your mystery stories. 


Even when | personally have come into contact with some 
Stories, my opinion was, “This doesn’t really count as a 
mystery, but it moved me like a mystery story does, and 
serious mystery fans should like it,’ but with others, my 
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